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Thank you for purchasing this guide.  You purchased the rights to use this guide yourself, but NOT to 

share it with others, sell it or post it anywhere else.   

In addition to the guide itself, I will provide free one-on-one support if you have any questions about 

anything within the guide.  If you need assistance, please contact me through 

http://WriteForMoneyOnline.com.  I may require a transaction ID to prove you paid for the guide before 

providing support.  Also, please understand that I will do my best to assist you as quickly as possible, but 

it may take me a day or two before I can respond to any support requests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGAL NOTICE:  
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This book is © All Rights Reserved. 

You may not sell this book, give it away, display it publically, nor may you distribute it in any form 

whatsoever.  

While reasonable attempts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided in this 

publication, the author does not assume any responsibility for errors, omissions or contrary 

interpretation of this information and any damages or costs incurred by that.  

The author does not warrant or represent at any time that the contents within are completely accurate 

due to the rapidly changing nature of the Internet.  

The book is not intended for use as a source of legal, business, accounting or financial advice.  All 

readers are advised to seek the services of competent professionals in legal, business, accounting and 

finance fields.  

The author does not assume any responsibility or liability whatsoever for what you choose to do with 

this information.  Use your own judgment.   

Any perceived slight of specific people or organizations, and any resemblance to characters living, dead 

or otherwise, real or fictitious is purely unintentional.  

In practical advice books, like anything else in life, there are no guarantees of income made.  Readers 

are cautioned to rely on their own judgment about their individual circumstances and to act accordingly.  

You are encouraged to print this book for easy reading.  

Use this information at your own risk.  

Where ever possible, I used affiliate products in this guide.  This is how I am able to provide the free 

support and was able to take the time to research and create this book while still selling it for such a low 

price.  Where ever I said that I used, liked or recommend a product, it is 100% true and based on my 

opinion without consideration as to whether or not I am an affiliate of that particular product.  
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Introduction & Layout of this Book 

Hello, and thank you for purchasing my “Writers Step-by-Step Guide to Creating a Profitable Niche Site.”  

I created this eBook because many writers I’ve spoken with have asked about, or discussed the fact that 

they would love to diversify their income.  Creating a website which you own and operate yourself is a 

great investment, and can create a significant amount of income over time.  Whether you choose to use 

this guide to create a single site, or you decide you’d like to create a large number of them, it should 

take you from A-Z with everything you need.  

I’m attempting to format this book in a way which will allow you to start from chapter 1 and work your 

way straight through.  If you follow all the steps, when you are done with the book, you’ll have a site 

which is up and running and ready to make money.  I’ll cover all the technical pieces in a clear and easy 

to follow way, so even if you’ve never even heard of things like FTP, Webhosting and HTML, you will be 

able to create a great looking site which can make you money for years to come. 

In addition, I want to stress the fact that with the purchase of this book comes one-on-one support with 

me (as long as you purchased it through http://writeformoneyonline.com that is).  I am happy to answer 

any questions you might have, and provide advice regarding anything discussed in this book.  If you can’t 

figure something out, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  You can email me at 

Michael@writeformoneyonline.com. 

I truly hope you find this guide helpful.  It is written specifically for writers, though I think anyone could 

find it very useful.  So, without further ado, let’s dive right in and get started on creating your first niche 

site. 
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Chapter 1 – Selecting a Niche 

Choosing a niche is one of the most important steps in creating a profitable niche website.  If you talk to 

100 so-called Internet Marketing ‘experts’ you will get 100 different answers on how to choose a niche 

to create a site about.  Fortunately, I don’t fancy myself an Internet Marketing expert.  I’m going to 

layout some strategies you can use to help choose a niche, but the bottom line is, it is 100% up to you.   

The Internet is a big enough place that just about any niche can be profitable, as long as you do it right.  

That being said, however, this is still a very important part of making a successful site so make sure to 

take it seriously.  Take your time, and choose wisely.  Once you’ve made your decision, however, DON’T 

LOOK BACK!  You will always be tempted to put one niche site you’ve started on the back burner, and 

move to a different one that you think will be better.  Don’t do it!  Get one site up and running 

successfully first, and then look into starting another one.  

Choosing something you’re Interested In 

When picking a niche, you want to make sure you choose something that you are interested in.  You’ll 

be spending a good amount of time writing, researching and working on this site, so if you choose a 

topic that you find boring, it will be difficult to stick with.  I don’t believe you have to be passionate 

about the topic of every website you create, but at the very least, you should be interested in it.  There 

are an endless number of different niches, so why not choose one you’ll enjoy! 

Keyword Research 

Coming up with ideas on what niche to have your new site in can be difficult.  Many people recommend 

doing hours of keyword research to find which niches will generate enough traffic, and which ones will 

be too competitive and a million other things.  I think it is more important, however, to choose 

something that you’ll enjoy, as long as it is something you can monetize (to be discussed later).  I do use 

some keyword research tools to come up with ideas when starting a site, but not too extensively.   

If you are the type of person who enjoys using keyword research tools for this type of thing, I personally 

use and recommend Market Samurai.  It has been around for years, and they keep it updated and very 

effective.  You can sign up for it HERE if you’re interested.  They offer a free, unrestricted, trial of it for 7 

days I think, which is more than enough to do all the research you need for one site.  If you like it, you 

can buy it, but it is absolutely not necessary.   

High Competition vs. Low Competition 

When choosing a niche, you will need to look at how competitive your niche is going to be.  If you 

choose a highly competitive niche, it will be difficult to rank your site well with the search engines.  If 

there is very little competition, there might not be enough people interested in the site to make much 

money.  I personally give this only a little bit of consideration because I don’t like to rely on the search 

engines for all my traffic.   

That being said, however, I’m also going to be careful not to enter a niche such as ‘potty training a dog’ 

since it is hugely competitive, and already saturated with some of the most experienced website owners 

in the world.   When I have a niche I am interested in making a site for, I’ll look at the following things to 

make sure the competition isn’t too high or too low for me to enter it: 

http://www.marketsamurai.com/c/WriteForMoneyOnline


Google It 

The first thing to do is to Google the main keyword of the niche you’re considering.  I’ll use potty 

training a dog for this example.   

 

As you can see, when I begin to type in the search term, Google attempts to auto-fill it for me based on 

other popular search terms.  If the keyword you’re looking for shows up, that means that quite a few 

people are searching for that term.  This is a good thing!  Finish typing in your keyword, and hit search. 

 

Now, you can see that there are about 5,280,000 results in Google’s database for this keyword.  If you 

create a website, you will be one of over 5 million which could rank for this site.  That is quite high, but 

with so many pages on the Internet, almost no keywords will have fewer than a few hundred thousand.   

There is no real right or wrong answer here, but I would ideally look for sites with between 100,000 and 

1,000,000 competing sites, give or take.   

The next thing to do is to click on the sites which are ranking the best and see what they look like.  Are 

they all really high quality sites?  This will also give you some ideas on what you can write about, how to 

monetize the site and things like that, if you choose to proceed with the niche.  

Next, take a few of the sites from the first page of Google’s results, and do some quick research.  I 

recommend going to opensiteexplorer.org and using their simple site comparison tool.  Just type in the 

first site you want to look at, click compare up to 5 sites, and enter the rest.  Then hit continue.  

 

From here, you can look at a variety of different pieces of information to see how strong the sites which 

will be your competition really are.   



 

The higher the numbers in these categories, the more difficult it will be to outrank them in Google.  If 

the sites you’re trying to outrank have lower competition numbers, anywhere from 0-60 I’d say, than 

there isn’t too much competition.   You can also look at how many links are coming back to the site and 

a lot of other information.   

Remember, however, don’t get too caught up on these numbers.  Spending an hour or so looking at this 

type of thing is more than enough.  If it doesn’t jump out at you as EXTREMELY overly-competitive, give 

it a shot.  Search Engines are just one way to drive traffic, and building a niche site is a long term way to 

make good money so even if it takes you a few months to rank well, that is no big deal.  

List of Example Niches 

Some people have a hard time getting started choosing a niche.  If that’s you, please read through the 

following popular niches for websites.  If you already have a niche in mind, skip this section.  

1.)ADHD 

2.)Acne 

3.)Adoption 

4.)Alzheimers 

5.)Anger Management 

6.)Anti Aging 

7.)Antiquing 

8.)Anxiety 

9.)Archaeology 

10.)Arthritis 

11.)Asthma 

12.)Astronomy 

13.)Back Pain 

14.)Backpacking 

15.)Bass Fishing 

16.)Become A Nurse 

17.)Bird Training/Train Your Bird to Talk 

18.)Boating & Sailing 

19.)Bowling 



20.)Boxing 

21.)Camping and Hiking 

22.)Ceramics 

23.)Cheerleading 

24.)Chess 

25.)Chicken Coops 

26.)Chronic Fatigue 

27.)Classic Cars 

28.)Cooking/Recipes 

29.)Copywriting 

30.)Cure Hemorrhoids 

31.)Decorating 

32.)Depression 

33.)Diabetes 

34.)Divorce 

35.)Dog Training 

36.)Dropshipping 

37.)Eating Disorders 

38.)Gambling 

39.)Gardening 

40.)Get Your Ex Back 

41.)Golf 

42.)Golfing 

43.)Greenhouses 

44.)Hair Loss 

45.)Headaches 

46.)Heart Disease 

47.)Hiking 

48.)Honeymoons 

49.)Horse Racing 

50.)Horses Training 

51.)How To Be Confident 

52.)How To Budget 

53.)How to Get Rid of Panic Attacks 

54.)How to Learn French 

55.)How to Learn German 

56.)How to Learn Guitar 

57.)How to Learn Italian 

58.)How to Learn Spanish 

59.)How to Play the Piano 

60.)How to Play the Violin 

61.)Hunting 

62.)Hypnosis 

63.)Hypoglycemia 

64.)Insurance (home/auto/life/pet) 

65.)Interior Design 

66.)Invest In Gold 

67.)Knitting 

68.)Landscaping 



69.)Lawn Care 

70.)Learn The Guitar 

71.)Learn To Dance 

72.)Learn To Sing 

73.)Life Coaching 

74.)Low Fat Recipes 

75.)Magic Tricks 

76.)Marriage Advice 

77.)Martial Arts 

78.)Massage 

79.)Memory Improvement 

80.)Menopause 

81.)Mental Health 

82.)Model Trains 

83.)Motherhood 

84.)Motivation 

85.)Mountain Biking 

86.)Multiple Sclerosis 

87.)NLP 

88.)Obsessive Compulsive Disorder 

89.)Organic Food 

90.)Parenting 

91.)Photography 

92.)Poker 

93.)Pottery 

94.)Pregnancy 

95.)Psychiatry 

96.)Psychology 

97.)Public Domain 

98.)Quilting 

99.)Racquetball 

100.)Rafting 

101.)Relationships/Dating 

102.)Rugby 

103.)Running 

104.)Saltwater Fishing 

105.)Scrapbooking 

106.)Scuba Diving 

107.)Self-Sustainability (solar power/wind-power/water filtration) 

108.)Single Parenting 

109.)Skateboarding 

110.)Skiing 

111.)Snorkeling 

112.)Snowboarding 

113.)Stop Smoking 

114.)Stop Snoring 

115.)Surfing 

116.)Swimming 

117.)Tattoo Removal 



118.)Tennis 

119.)Time Management 

120.)UFOs 

121.)Volleyball 

122.)Wedding Planning 

123.)Wedding Speeches 

124.)Weight Loss 

125.)Weight Training 

126.)Wine Making 

127.)Woodworking 

128.)Wrestling 

129.)Yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 2 – Domain Registration 

Once you’ve identified your niche, you need to choose your domain name.  The domain name is the 

website address people will use to access your site.  On Write for Money Online (my site), the domain 

name is writeformoneyonline.com.  Ideally, you want a website which is short, easy to remember, and 

has your main keyword in the domain.  Having a keyword in the domain, however, isn’t nearly as 

important today as it once was.  If you can’t manage to find one, don’t worry about it.  

With millions of sites up and running on the Internet already, most great domain names are already 

taken.  To find one you like, I recommend using the free instant domain search tool located at 

http://instantdomainsearch.com.  You simply start typing in domain names you want, and it will tell you 

if it is available or not.   It will show .net, .org, .biz, .com and all the other popular options.  It also 

recommends a few domain names that are available based on what you typed.   See the picture below 

where I am trying to find a domain about potty training dogs:  

 

It is all very simple.  Once you’ve found a domain that you like, and is available, it is time to purchase it.   

In this guide, I use GoDaddy (godaddy.com) so if you want to be able to follow along, I’d recommend 

you use it too.  This is certainly not a requirement, and I don’t think any one domain name registration 

company is any better than the others.  I have used GoDaddy for years, so that’s just who I stick with.   

Registering Your Domain 

http://instantdomainsearch.com/


Once you’ve decided on the domain you want, and you’ve confirmed it is available, it is time to get it 

registered.  If you’re using GoDaddy, I highly recommend taking a minute to find a ‘coupon code’.  I’ve 

never paid full price for a domain because there is always some sort of discount or coupon available 

online.  Usually you can get .com domains for anywhere from $.99 to $.5.99 (rather than the $12+ they 

normally are).   Here are a few sites I use to find these coupon codes:  

 www.fatwallet.com/GoDaddy-coupons 

 Retailmenot.com/view/godaddy.com 

 http://www.domainpromocodes.com/coupons/godaddy/ 

If there isn’t one there, please shoot me an email and I’ll try to find you one.  They are almost always 

available, so don’t pay full price!   

Ok, enough saving money. Lol.  Time to register your domain! 

Click HERE to go to godaddy.com (that link has a coupon built in for a $5.99 registration on a .com URL.  

I’m not sure if this promotion will go on forever or not, so if you can find a better coupon, use it!).  You’ll 

be brought to a page with a large box to type in the desired domain name:  

 

Once you type in the domain name you want, hit Go and it will bring you to a page letting you know that 

it is available.  Click “Add” to add it to your cart: 

 

Click the add button.  The one complaint I have about GoDaddy (and I think other places do it too) is 

that they are always trying to upsell you.  You’ll see that on this next page where they offer you privacy 

protection.  If you want it, great.  If not, just select ‘domain only.’  They will also try to sell you the .co, 

.net, .org and other versions of the site.  If you don’t want them (I don’t think you need them) just 

ignore it, and click ‘continue to checkout’ at the top. 

This next page will offer you more add-ons such as web hosting and email.  You don’t need either of 

those as we’ll be setting that up later.  Hit “no, thanks.”  Now you’re on the final page, where you’ll 

likely notice that they have you set to pay for 5 years of the domain.  That’s fine if you’d like to pay up-

front, but I prefer just going year to year.  Adjust the term to 1 year if that is your preference, and 

proceed to checkout.   

http://affiliate.godaddy.com/redirect/BAF7905BB7A9EC4769BE0A49A14F2E3EFE61ADE76D04ACB5DC14AC54A05F7EDE183D8EC51433D622F78EB04DB5BC14A70BFF46CB2A5104FF94A1718FC2F74BBF
http://www.fatwallet.com/GoDaddy-coupons
http://www.domainpromocodes.com/coupons/godaddy/
http://affiliate.godaddy.com/redirect/BAF7905BB7A9EC4769BE0A49A14F2E3EFE61ADE76D04ACB5DC14AC54A05F7EDE183D8EC51433D622F78EB04DB5BC14A70BFF46CB2A5104FF94A1718FC2F74BBF


Here you’ll have to go through the normal checkout steps.  If you found a good coupon code, it can be 

entered here as well.  The entire checkout process is fairly straightforward, but if you have any 

questions about it, don’t hesitate to shoot me an email.   Once that’s done, you are the proud owner of 

your new domain!  Congratulations!  The next step is to get the hosting you’ll need for your site.  Let’s 

Go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 3 – Hosting & Setting Up Your Site 

Now that you are the proud owner of your own domain name, you need somewhere to set it up.  

Website hosting is the service which actually allows people to access your site.  Basically, it is the 

physical computer (or server in this case) that has all the files for your website on it.  They also provide a 

stable internet connection to your website so people can get to it.  It’s a fairly technical thing, but for 

our purposes, it is enough to know that you need it if you want your own site.  

I personally use HostGator for all my hosting.  There are dozens of other hosting sites out there, and I’ve 

heard good things about many of them.  Since I’m the most familiar with HostGator, however, that’s the 

one I’ll be using in this example.  I’m sure most other hosts are quite similar, so if you have a preference 

for another hosting company, feel free to use it (though I can’t provide any support for them).   I’ve 

found HostGator to be cheap and reliable, which is exactly what we need for this type of site.   

To start, visit HostGator by clicking HERE.  You’ll see quite a few different options for different types of 

hosting.  Since we’re just starting out, and we won’t have millions of visitors (at least not yet!) we only 

need the most basic website hosting package.  With that in mind, I recommend shared hosting.  Here’s 

how you sign up:  

1. Click on Web Hosting 

 
2. Choose between the Hatchling and the Baby Plan 

If you only plan on creating one site, the hatchling plan is perfect.  If you think you might make 

more, the baby plan allows for unlimited domains to be hosted on one account.  I use the baby 

plan since I have more than one site.  *If you think you will only have one, and then change your 

http://secure.hostgator.com/~affiliat/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=Seatbelt99
http://secure.hostgator.com/~affiliat/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=Seatbelt99


mind, it is not hard to switch* 

 
3. Choose your billing plan for whichever option you want.  If you pay month to month, you pay 

$7.16 for the hatchling plan, and $7.96 per month for the baby plan.  If you pay quarterly or 

yearly or longer, you get a discount.  This, of course, is up to you.  I just do it monthly.  

4. Once you’ve selected the billing option you prefer, click Order Now and complete the ordering 

process and you’ll receive an email from HostGator with all the information you need to get 

started. 

Pointing Your Domain to Your Hosting 

Once you’ve got all the information from HostGator about your web hosting, you need to go back to 

GoDaddy to point the domain at your hosting.  This is a very simple process, and it only needs to be 

done once.  Follow these quick steps to get it completed:  

1. Log in to your GoDaddy account 

2. Hover your mouse over your name, and click “visit My Account” 

 



3. Click the “+” sign next to Domains 

 
4. All your domains will now be displayed.  Find the domain in question, and click the “Launch” 

button on the right side of the screen 

 
5. On the screen that comes up, find the area for Nameservers, and click Manage 

 
6. Move the radio button to the “custom” option, and edit the nameservers.  Enter the 

nameservers, which should be provided in the welcome email you get from HostGator (or 

whatever host you go with).  Enter them in, and hit save 

 

That’s it.  Your nameservers are now being updated.  I’ll spare you the technical side of what is 

happening, but it could take up to 48 hours for this to take full effect.  This means some people might 

not get to your real site for up to 48 hours.  Typically it happens much more quickly than that, but if 

something isn’t working right, give it a couple days before worrying about it.  Now, it is time to go to 

your web server and install WordPress. 

Installing WordPress  

It is now time to set up WordPress on your hosting server.  WordPress is the content management 

system that I recommend.  Millions of websites use WordPress because it is easy to use and very 



flexible.  If you prefer another content management system, feel free to use it.  WordPress is free and 

very customizable though, so I highly recommend it.  The following steps should only take a few 

minutes, so follow along:  

1. First, log into the cPanel for your website.  The specific instructions will be in the Welcome Mail 

from your host, but in almost all cases you can get there by going to www.yoursite.com/cpanel.   

 
2. Log into your cPanel using the username and password you receive in your Welcome email.  

Once logged in, you’ll see a page with dozens of different options.  Don’t worry, most of them 

you’ll never have to use.  What you’re looking for will be in the box labled “Software/Services” 

which will most likely be near the bottom of the page.  You want to find the icon called 

“Fantastico De Luxe” 

 

http://www.yoursite.com/cpanel


3. Fantastico will automatically install WordPress for you.  Once the page loads, click “WordPress” 

from the menu on the left side of the screen. 

 
4. Now select “New Installation” 

 
5. Fill out the options with your domain name in the “Install on Domain” section, leave the “Install 

in Directory” box empty, Add your username to the “Admin Access Data” and your password in 

the password area.  You can adjust your admin nickname as well, and include your email.  Put in 

your site name, whatever you want that to be, as well as a quick one line description.  (these are 



optional and can be added later).   

 
6. Click Install WordPress.  This may take a minute or so, but should come up and list the user 

name and install directory and some other information.  You can copy that and keep it 



somewhere just in case, but you shouldn’t need it.  Hit Finish Installation.  

 
7. Success!  Your site is now installed, and you can visit it by going to www.yoursite.com! 

8. It’s obviously just a basic site for now, but we’ll fix that!  In order to make changes, add content 

and manage the site, go to www.yoursite.com/wp-admin 

 
9. Log in using the username and password you entered just a moment ago.  You’ll be brought to 

the admin panel of your WordPress site.  You can look around at what there is to see.  In the 

next chapter, we’ll customize the site to look and function the way you want it to! 

 

 

 

http://www.yoursite.com/
http://www.yoursite.com/wp-admin


Chapter 4 – Configuring Site for Success 

Now that you’ve got the framework all set up, it is time to configure your site and get it all ready to start 

making money.  The first thing you’ll want to do is choose a theme.  The theme of a website is the basic 

design on which everything else is built.  Things like where the menus are located, how the content is 

formatted and things like that are all handled by the theme.  There are thousands of free themes 

available for WordPress, or if you want something a little fancier, you can purchase one.  I purchased my 

theme, but using a free one is fine too.  

I use a theme which runs on the Genesis framework, which is very customizable and allows for a lot of 

different features.  If you’re interested in choosing one of the many themes based on this framework, 

you can view and purchase them HERE.   Just browse through the themes, and if you see one you like, 

you can purchase it.  

If you prefer a free option, Google “Free WordPress Themes” and you’ll be able to browse hundreds of 

sites with thousands of free WordPress themes.  I’ll leave it to you to choose which one you like.  

Whether you buy one, or get a free one, you’ll have the option to download the theme files to your 

computer.  It will likely be in a .zip file.  Once you’ve got that on your computer, move to the next step. 

Installing a Theme 

Once you’ve got the .zip for your theme, it is time to install it on your site.  This is extremely simple.  

First, log into the word press admin page of your site (www.yoursite.com/wp-admin).  Once you’re 

logged in, put your mouse over the “Appearance” menu on the left side, and click “Themes” 

 

From here, you want to click on the “Install Themes” tab, near the top of this page: 

 

http://www.shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=346200&u=864581&m=28169&urllink=&afftrack=
http://www.yoursite.com/wp-admin


Since you have the files already on your computer, you want to upload them to your hosting server.  To 

do this, click on “Upload” on this page:  

 

You will be brought to a page with instructions on how to install a theme in .zip format.  Click “Choose a 

File”: 

 

Find the .zip file you downloaded for your theme, click it and click Open.   Once you’ve done that, the 

“Install Now” button at the bottom of the page will become active.  Click that button: 

 

 

Choosing Plug-ins 

One of the things that really makes WordPress a powerful content management system is that you can 

use plug-ins to customize just about everything about your site.  There are a few great plug-ins that I 

highly recommend.  They will make running your site a lot easier and more effective.  The following 

plug-ins are the ones I recommend.  You can use others if you’d like.  Instructions on installing them will 

come right after this list: 

 All in One SEO Pack 

 Google XML Sitemaps 

 Jetpack by Wordpress.com (this should be installed by default) 



To install these (or any other) plug-ins, simply log into your site’s Wordpress admin page, and click on 

the Plugins menu, then Add New:  

 

Type in the name of the plug-in in the search bar, and hit ‘search plugins’.  You’ll arrive at a page with all 

the plug-ins that match your search.  Find the right one, and click “Install Now” 

 

Ok.  Mine says installed already, but yours will say “install now.”  You’ll likely get a prompt asking if 

you’re sure.  Just say yes.  Once installed, you will be on a screen which gives you the option to activate 

the plugin.  Go ahead and do that.  

 

Go ahead and repeat this process for each of the plug-ins you want.    The plug-ins I recommended don’t 

really need to be set up too much.  Like most of WordPress, you can play around with the settings to see 

what you like.  For the SEO plug-in, you’ll learn how to use it when I explain the process of posting new 

content.  The xml sitemap plugin, you simply go to the settings for it, and have it create a sitemap.  

Google will find it, and use it automatically (you can submit it to Google too, but that is outside the 

scope of this guide). The jetpack plugin has lots of options on it, the important ones I’ll go through in 

sections below.   

Configuring WordPress 



There are a few settings which you’ll want to adjust.  These settings will help make running the site a 

little smoother, and help with search engine traffic as well.  These are fairly simple steps and should only 

take a few minutes.   

First, you want to adjust the way WordPress sets up the names of posts.  By default, your posts will look 

something like this, “Yoursite.com/p/213423”.  This is not very helpful to readers looking for your 

content, or to search engines, so we want to change it. To adjust this setting, click on the settings menu 

on the left, and then “Permalinks”: 

 

From here, click the option for “post name” under common settings:  

 

Click save changes at the bottom, and you’re all set with that.   

Next, we want to adjust what is on the home page of your site.  This one is a matter of personal 

preference.  Some people like to leave it as-is, with the latest posts showing up on your front page.  I 

prefer having a static front page so I can introduce my readers to the site and ‘say hello’ so to speak.  To 

do this, you need to start out by creating a home page.  Find the “pages” menu on the left, and click  



“Add New”: 

 

You’ll come up with a simple page creation option.  You can either add all the content you’d like on your 

front page now, or just add something as a placeholder so you can get through this initial setup.  Just 

don’t forget to come back and fill it in later!  I prefer naming this page ‘home’ though you can name it 

whatever you want.  Once you’ve got it how you want it, click publish on the right side of the page.  

Now you need to change what WordPress displays on your front page. To change that, click on the 

settings menu again, only this time click on “Reading”: 

 

Now change the front page displays settings from ‘Your latest posts’ to ‘A static page’ and choose the 

page you just created:  

 

Click save changes at the bottom and you’re all set.   

That should be enough to get you started.  As with all sites, you’ll want to ‘play’ with the settings and 

figure out what you like most.  WordPress is very simple to use, so don’t be afraid to try new things.  If 

you’re not sure (or you accidently break something) don’t hesitate to shoot me an email and I’ll be 

happy to help get everything straightened out.  



Chapter 5 – Creating Content 

Now we’re to the fun part.  Since we are writers, creating content is really where we will start getting 

down to business.  There are two types of content you’ll need to get started, posts and pages.  First, 

you’ll want to set up a few standard pages.  These will largely be the same for all sites.  They are helpful 

for users visiting your site, and Google and the other search engines like to see them too.   

These pages will be done just like the home page you created in the previous chapter.  The specific 

content you add on each page will be customized to your page, so I’m just going to list the title of each 

page.  If you have any questions about this, don’t hesitate to ask:  

 Home 

 About Me/Us 

 Contact Me 

 Disclaimer  

The disclaimer page is required if you are planning on making money through affiliate programs, 

ad networks or pretty much anything else.  Just add the following text to the page and you 

should be fine:  
FTC Disclosure: You should assume that the Owner of this Website has an affiliate relationship and/or 

another material connection to the providers of goods and services mentioned in this website and may be 

compensated when you purchase from a provider. You should always perform due diligence before buying 

goods or services online.WriteForMoneyOnline.com is a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates 

Program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for sites to earn advertising fees by 

advertising and linking to amazon.com. We share our honest opinion on products to help you make the best 

decision. 

Sharing Content on Social Sites 

The next step will be to publish posts on your site, but since we always want to share your posts on 

social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, ECT), it is important to get this set up first.  The Jetpack 

plug-in will allow you to automatically publish posts to your social media accounts when you publish 

them to your website.  To set this up, click on the jetpack menu on the left (near the top) of your 

WordPress admin page.  

You’ll have many different options come up in your main screen (you can use any of these you want, so 

take a look at them).  For now, however, you want to configure the “publicize” option: 



 

From here, simply click the “add new xxx” for each social network you want to use.  Most people prefer 

setting up a new social networking account dedicated to their site, but you can use your personal one if 

you’d rather.  Follow the simple on-screen instructions to allow WordPress to access and post on your 

accounts.  Once you’re done, hit save changes.  Now, every time you make a new post, they will 

automatically be shared through social media! 

Adding Posts 

The next type of content you want to add to your site is posts.  The bulk of your content on your site will 

be in the form of posts.  From the site owner’s point of view, there is little difference between posts and 

pages, but it is important to use them properly.  Other than the pages listed above, all future content 

will be in the form of posts.  You now want to add 5-10 new posts so that visitors to the site have 

something to read, and Google has something to see on your site.  

The first thing you want to do is choose 5-10 great topics to write about.  Each niche will be different, of 

course, so you’ll have to pick good topics which you think people will be interested in.  Once you have 

the first topic in mind, write a post about it.  The post should be 400-800+ words long, though there is 

no strict minimum or maximum.  As long as you cover the topic well, you are doing it right.  Once you’ve 

written the content (in Word or your favorite word processing program) it is time to add it to your site. 

Here’s how: 

Log into the WordPress admin page.  Click Posts, then Add New: 

 



This will bring up an area where you can add your content that looks like this:  

 

Copy the article you wrote into the large open area in the middle.  Write a catchy title, and place that in 

the title box near the top.  You can add images by using the ‘add media’ button, and customize it to your 

liking (use some trial & error here, you’ll get the hang of it.  If, however, you need help, don’t hesitate to 

contact me).   

Once you’ve got that all set up, you want to scroll down and set the SEO of the page up properly.  Near 

the bottom of the page, you’ll see a number of options under the “All in One SEO Pack” heading (this is 

from that plug-in we added earlier).  Fill out the following boxes: 

 Title – Just copy the title of the page into this box.  It should be the same as the one you used at 

the top. If you are attempting to target a keyword, make sure it is in this title. 

 Description – Write a brief 2-3 sentence description of the content.  If you are attempting to 

target a keyword, use it once or twice in this section.  

 Keywords – Obviously, add keywords you want to target here.  

Copy the keywords from that box, and scroll back up.  On the right side, you’ll see a box labeled tags.  

Paste the keywords into the tags box, and hit add.  Just above the tags is an option for Categories.  Add a 

new category (or two) which can be used for this article.  As you add more content, you’ll have several 

categories available.  This helps to organize the site, making it easier for Google and visitors to navigate 

and enjoy your page.   

Finally, Click the Publish button.  Your post is live!   Repeat this process for the first 5-10 posts.  You can 

also use this guide for all future posts on your site (there will be lots over time).  

 



Chapter 6 – Monetizing 

Creating a website is fun, but the whole point of this is to make money, right?  Well here is where it 

finally starts to happen.  Don’t get too excited, it won’t happen overnight.  In fact, you don’t even want 

to follow these steps until you’ve got your initial 5-10 posts up on your site, and your site has been live 

for at least a week or two.  So, take a break, go write some new posts for your site.  Come back when 

you’re ready. 

… 

Ok, it’s been long enough, let’s get started.  First, you need to choose how you want to monetize your 

site.  Every ‘internet marketer’ has their own favorite way, and will try to convince you that it is the best 

possible way!  The fact is, as long as you are making money, you’re doing fine.  Some sites lend 

themselves better to specific monetization methods.  Don’t be afraid to experiment a little bit.  I’m 

listing some of the best options, and an introduction to using them.  You’ll have to dig a little deeper 

once you’re ready to really master them though.  Of course, making money on niche sites is an ongoing 

learning process which never ends, but hopefully the income keeps going up as you learn more! 

Monetizing Options 

The following are some of the most popular monetization options out there.  I’ll list some brief pros and 

cons of each, as well as a quick guide on how to add them to your site.  The biggest thing here is to keep 

testing and experimenting.  Don’t be afraid to make mistakes.  That is all part of the learning process! 

Here are some options when it comes to monetization: 

 Google AdSense – This is Google’s advertising network.  Go to Adsense.Google.com and apply to 

the network.  If you are accepted, you can display ads from Google’s network on your site.  

Every time someone clicks on them, you get money.  Placing these ads is quite simple, and can 

be done using WordPress Plug-ins (just search for AdSense in the plugin box).   The amount you 

get paid depends on the topic your site is in, and things like that.  Typically you can get paid 

between $.10 and $3.00 per click.   

 

This is one of the easiest ways to make money online.  The downside is, you only get paid once 

per month, and only if you earn $100 or more (if you earn less, it rolls over to next month).  

Also, it is often possible to make more money with other options.  The reason this one is so 

popular is that it is so simple to use.  

 Amazon Affiliate – Amazon.com, the world’s largest marketplace, will allow you to promote 

different products from their site.  If you make a site all about cooking, for example, you can 

write a review about a toaster.  Add your affiliate link to the post, and if anyone buys the toaster 

after clicking your link, you make money.  To sign up, just go to https://affiliate-

program.amazon.com/ and follow their simple instructions.  They will provide you with easy to 

follow guides on how to add affiliate links to your site.  (You can also just ask me if you need 

help).   

 

I’ve only used this affiliate program a little bit, and it is pretty simple.  You have to refer a lot of 

https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/


sales to Amazon before you can start making real money, but it is easy to set up, and over time 

you can earn great money.  Many sites make a significant amount of money from this program.  

 Create your own product – If you’re making a site in a niche which values information, you can 

make your own informational product (like this one you’re reading now!).  Sell it to readers of 

your site, and make money that way.  Of course, you need to make a very high-quality product.  

Fortunately, since you’re a writer, it shouldn’t be too hard! 

 Promote Affiliate Products – If you don’t feel like creating your own product, you can sign up to 

promote other people’s products.  Companies like ClickBank (clickbank.com) and Commission 

Junction (CJ.com) have hundreds of different products you can promote.  Every time you make a 

sale, you get money!   

There are other monetization opportunities out there, but these are the ones I’ve used and know about.  

If you do a Google search for “how to monetize my website” I’m sure you’ll find other opportunities as 

well.  These, however, I know work well.  In addition, I can provide you with some guidance on these 

particular monetization methods.  There are also many different guides available for how to set up these 

programs successfully on your site.   

While it may seem confusing at first, don’t be afraid to take action on this.  If you aren’t sure what to do, 

just shoot me an email and I’ll take a look and see where I can help you with the monetization of your 

site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 7 – Creating a List 

This should technically fall under the ‘monetization’ area of this guide, but I feel it is important enough 

to get its own chapter.  This is where I made the BIGGEST mistake when it comes to making money 

online as a writer in the past.  I never started developing an email list of customers or people who were 

interested in what I was saying.  An email list is one of the most valuable items you can have because it 

allows you to stay in touch with people who visit your site, and keep them coming back to your site to 

see what’s new.  

In addition, you can promote products to make money through your email list (though you only want to 

send promotional emails occasionally, and only for really great products or services).  I highly 

recommend starting to build your email list as soon as possible.  This isn’t required, but I recommend it, 

and I wish I would have done it since the beginning rather than waiting until just a few months ago to 

start building my list.   If you decide you don’t want to use an email list, just skip the rest of this chapter. 

Choosing a Service  

The first thing you need to do is choose a service that will allow people to sign up for your email list, and 

allow you to send out messages to them.  There are many out there, and I’m sure they are all good.  I’ve 

only ever used Aweber, and it is what I use now.  It is the most popular option out there.  Some people 

start out with free services, but it can be difficult to upgrade (from what I read) which is why I started 

out with this one.  The instructions below will all use Aweber as well.    

If you want to sign up to use Aweber, please just click HERE.  The sign-up process is very simple, and you 

can have the first month for just $1.   

Creating Your Opt-In Box 

Your email list all begins with an opt-in box where people coming to your site can enter their email 

address.  You can customize the box to look just about however you want.  Here is mine: 

 

http://www.aweber.com/?id=424528


To create an opt-in box, go to aweber and sign into your account.   Near the top, you’ll see a tab titled, 

“Sign Up Forms.”  Click that.  On that page, click the large green button titled, “Create a Sign Up Form.” 

From here you will be given a ton of options to customize your opt-in box.  You can adjust the color, 

text, what information is required and just about everything else.  Take some time and create the opt-in 

box that you like.  Save your form and go to step 2.  On step 2, name your form and choose your other 

options.  I just leave them as default, but you can experiment.  Click go to step 3 when you are ready.  

Step 3 is where you need to choose how you want to add the form to your site.  Select, “I will install my 

form.”  This will display some javascript code (don’t worry, it is easy!).  Copy the javascript code from the 

box, and go to your word press admin page.  

From here, you want to find the Appearance menu on the left, and click “Widgets” 

 

Widgets allow you to customize your WordPress site quickly and easily.  There are dozens of widgets 

available to choose from, but the one we want is just labeled Text.  Click on the widget labeled text, and 

drag it over to the right under the selection that sounds right to you.  Each WordPress theme has a little 

bit different options here, so use your best judgment.  It is very easy to move the widget around, so just 

place it anywhere for now.   

In this example, I choose to put it in my Primary Sidebar: 

 

Once you’ve placed the widget in the area you want it, click the drop down arrow to open it up, and 

paste the Javascript you got from Aweber into the box:  



 

Click save, then go out to your main page and see how it looks.  If you don’t like the location, move it to 

another widget area and refresh again.  Keep playing with it until you have it perfect.   Once you’ve got 

it, you are all set.  When people sign up, they will be asked to confirm that they want to be a part of your 

list, and then you can send them an email any time you’d like.  

Creating Your Welcome Email 

You want to send those who subscribe a nice email welcoming them to your list.  The specifics of what is 

in that email are going to vary based on your site, but creating one is very important.  To create a 

welcome email, log into Aweber, click on messages at the top and then click on “follow up series.” Once 

on that page, click the green button that says, “Create a follow up.”  This is also where you will go to 

create additional emails to automatically send out in the future.  

Once here, Aweber will walk you through using their templates.  It takes some getting used to, but with 

trial and error you can create very professional looking email messages to send out to your list. Once 

you’ve got the welcome email created, go to the next step and choose to send it immediately.   When 

people sign up to your list, they will get this welcome email! 

Creating a Follow-Up Series 

You don’t have to do this step right away, but adding new emails to a follow up series is a great way to 

automatically stay in touch with your subscribers.  Go in and create a follow up message, just like in the 

previous step.  These messages can cover specific points about your site, or direct readers to view a 

specific post on your page.  After creating the message, have it automatically send to subscribers 3 or 4 

days after the previous message.  Ideally, subscribers should get a great message from you once or twice 

a week.  It will take some time to build up a large follow up series, but you’ll get there!  

Promoting Products through your List 

As a part of your follow up series, make sure you mention any great products you are promoting (see 

monetization section).  If, that is, you are promoting products to make money.  Every 4-6 emails sent out 

can include some sort of product promotion, depending on the niche of your site.  Simply create a follow 

up email just like the regular ones, only have it include some promotional text and a link to your site 

where you are attempting to sell your product.  This will help drive sales automatically.  The more 

people that sign up for your list, the more sales you can make.  



There are many other ways to build relationships and make money through email lists, but they go 

beyond the scope of this eBook.  A quick Google search for, “How to monetize my email list” should 

provide you with some great ideas.  You can also ask me if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 8 – Ongoing Work 

Now that you’ve got your site up and running, all you have to do is maintain and expand it.  There are 

many things you can do to help benefit the site, but nothing is more valuable than adding content on a 

regular basis.  Adding at least one new article per week, for example, will give Google and the other 

search engines plenty of content to look at, which helps you rank better.  Over time, you’ll start getting 

more and more traffic.  

You can also try to bring in new visitors by building links in social media and forums and other locations.  

This, however, is also beyond the scope of this eBook.  Some tips are available on my site, and others 

you can just learn as you go.  The most important thing, however, is to add in new content and enjoy the 

process.  If you’re ever not sure if you’re doing something right, shoot me an email and I’ll be happy to 

help.  

Thanks for buying this eBook.  I hope you found it helpful.  If there is anything that you feel could be 

improved, just let me know.  I want to make this the best resource for making new websites possible, 

and I can only do that with your help.  My email address is Michael@WriteForMoneyOnline.com.  I look 

forward to hearing from you! 

mailto:Michael@WriteForMoneyOnline.com

